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Why Turner 
Middle School?  
“What makes Turner Middle 
School special is a combination 
of the faculty and the 
opportunities that are made 
available to the students.  
Turner has made it a priority to 
provide enrichment and 
academic activities for the 
students to help each and 
every one there find their 
interests and unique potential.  
That kind of connection to 
learning is so important in the 
development of our kids and 
community.”  

—Turner Middle School Parent 

Achievements 
◊ 2017-2018 and 2018-2019

Douglas County Middle
School Teachers of the Year

◊ Eight art students had
entries in the 2020 DCSS
Middle School Mania Art
Exhibit

◊ One Reach Georgia Scholar

◊ Band Students consistently
earn more than 50% of
District Honor Band seats

◊ Two students advanced to
2020 State Science and
Engineering Fair

◊ All Conference softball,
football and basketball
players Developing Respectful, Accountable, Responsible 

Students Who Give Earnest Effort Every Day! 

Turner is DCSS's first AVID Middle School. AVID (Advancement Via Individual 
Determination) fosters a safe and open culture, high expectations for 
teachers and students, and collaboration in all classrooms. As Turner works 
toward its goal of consistently creating a student-centered, academic 
environment in which teaching and learning occur at high levels and 
students are self-directed learners, Socratic Seminar is one instructional 
strategy that a number of teachers have sought to employ. Socratic Seminar 
is a formal discussion, based on a text, in which the leader asks open-ended 
questions. Within the context of the discussion, students listen closely to 
the comments of others, thinking critically for themselves, and articulate 
their own thoughts and responses to the thoughts of others. Turner's desire 
is to increase rigor and interaction among its students. The picture above 
reveals Socratic Seminar in action during Mr. Payano's 7th Grade Social 
Studies class.

Mrs. Houston facilitates students-conference (top, right) as a means to 
better equip students to collaborate, create and thinking critically about 
their learning. As students become more discriminate in their knowledge 
and abilities, they are more apt to be able to exemplify the type of learners 
requisite of the 21st Century demands.

Inside the Classroom



Principal: Darron Franklin 

Student Enrollment: 778

Black 44%; White 12%; Hispanic 40%;      
Two or more races 3%; Pacific Islander 1%; 
Asian 1%

Total Staff: 76

Certified Staff: 55

% of Certified Staff
with Advanced Degrees: 78
Due to COVID-19, GMAS was not administered in 
2020. Data below, including CCRPI and School 
Climate Ratings, are from 2019.

2019 CCRPI: 76

  

2019 GMAS Scores (% of students scoring 
at Developing, Proficient, and Distinguished 
Learner levels) 

6th Grade: ELA 76; Math  75%

7th Grade: ELA 76%; Math  79%

8th Grade: ELA  78%; Math  66%;

Science  53%; Social Studies 72%School 
Climate Star Rating: 3 (out of 5) 

Numbers for enrollment and staffing current 
as of 10/20. Go to www.gadoe.org for 

additional information on CCRPI and GMAS. 

https://tms.dcssga.org

(revised 1-25-21)

Beyond the Classroom
Turner Middle School (TMS)  has perhaps the most diverse ethnic 
student population. That diversity serves as our strength. Students are 
being educated in an environment that is reflective of the world they will 
live in the next several decades. 

Turner highlights the accomplishments of its students in terms of 
Academics, Arts, Athletics and Service to the Community. Turner boasts 
one of the district's Reach Georgia Scholars. Turner's Art teacher, Eric 
Cooper, fostered a number of art entries to DCSS Middle School Mania 
Art Exhibit. In regards to athletics, Turner has All Conference softball, 
football and basketball players. TMS's Band has consistently earned 
more that 50% of DCSS Middle School Honor Band. This year, the TMS 
Band earned seven GMEA District IIV Honor Band spots. Not to be 
excluded, TMS' Chorus has DCSS Honor Chorus students, too. Lastly, 
TMS' SGA continues to foster its annual service to the community 
through food drives and visits to local care homes for the elderly.

Our Mission 
The mission of Turner Middle 

School reflects the Douglas County 

School System.  The mission of 

Turner Middle School  is to provide 

a quality education for all students 

in a safe, supportive environment.   

Our Vision 
The vision of Turner Middle School 

is to  develop R.A.R.E.3 students in 

Academics, Arts, Athletics and 

Service to the Community. 

R.A.R.E.3 stands for Respectful, 

Accountable, Responsible students 

who give Earnest Effort Everyday.  




